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by Brendan Petty 

Pi (π) is the number given by dividing the circumference of a circle by the diameter. 

The melody of the PI symphony is based on this number, with 1 being the tonic, 2 

being supertonic, 5 dominant, etc.. A zero is a wildcard note, and the rhythm and 

accompaniment are simply written to fit the melody. The piece comprises four sections, 

each containing 50 digits of pi, that is, 50 notes in the melody. 

In the opening bars, the numbers are quite distinct. 

 

 

π= 3.1415926535897932384626433832795028841971693993751058 

2097494457230781640628620899862803482534211706798214808 

651328230664709384460955058223172535940812848111745 

02841027019385211055596446229489549303819... 
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